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Milwaukee is soon to be known 

for something beyond, brats, beer, 

and cheese. The 1st Annual Fresh 

Coast Basketball Classic, presented 

by the Harley-Davidson Motor 

Company, which happens to be 

born and bred in Milwaukee but 

recognized nationally, took down-

town Milwaukee by storm at the 

Midwest Airlines Center on No-

vember 23rd and 24th, 2007.  

 

The Fresh Coast Basketball Classic 

brought Historical Black Colleges 

and Universities to the city to not 

only broaden youthsõ horizons 

when it comes to choosing to 

further their education, but it also 

allow the general public to see 

these schools in actionñwhen it 

comes to basketball. 

 

The 1st Annual FCBC brought 

Oklahomaõs Langston University, 

Louisianaõs Dillard University, 

Tennesseeõs Lane College, and 

Ohioõs Central State University 

teams together for the opportu-

nity to compete for the champion-

ship title. Our congratulations go 

to Central State University, who 

came out on top at the end! Good 

job Boo Wade and team! 

There are many Milwaukee con-

nections between a few of these 

teams. For instance, Central Stateõs 

head coach Doug Lewis, played 

basketball for and graduated from 

Rufus King High School.  

 

Dillard University assistant coach, 

Anthony Anderson, also played 

for Rufus King. Both coaches 

played in the Warning (Basketball) 

League in the 80õs as well. 

Many players from Lane College, 

Dillard University, and Central 

State also have ties to Milwaukee, 

including Boo Wade, one of Run-

ning Rebels players since the age 

of 10. 

 

The early morning sessions con-

sisted of a college fair by local 

colleges and universities, and of 

course HBCU representatives from 

around the country. The first 100 

students to attend Friday morning 

received a complementary ticket, 

allowing them to attend the two 

basketball games on that day. 

 

Many of the boardõs committee, 

including Victor Barnett, Dawn 

Barnett, Ward Jenkins, Alderman 

Wade, Synovia Youngblood, Visit 

Milwaukeeõs Doug Nelson and 

various staff at the Running Rebels 

Community Organization noticed 

the amount of popularity with 

other classics such as Indianapolisõ 

Circle City Football Classic and the 

amount of tourism funds those 

events bring to the city. 

 

In addition to the step show, the 

event featured various perform-

ances, including our own Rebel 

Life Entertainment members 

Aushai, Lady Jeõ, and Andre B 

(thatõs me!) comedians Joe Torry 

and Bill Bellamy, and of course, 

we canõt forget Milwaukeeõs own 

DJ Doc B (delivering a much 

needed dose of two turntables 

and a mic), as well as the much-

hyped North Carolina A&T band. 

Sorry to inform you, if you missed 

it, you missed out! 

 

But donõt despair! Plans for the 2nd 

Annual Fresh Coast Basketball 

Classic are already in full swing, so 

get ready for an even better year 

of basketball by more of our His-

torically Black Colleges and Uni-

versities, which will be held No-

vember 28th and 29th, 2008.  

1st Annual Fresh Coast Basketball Classic A 

Success 

BLACK HISTORY 

MONTH EDITION  

Now entering my fourth year with 

the Running Rebels Community 

Times, I am pleased to present 

you with yet another Black His-

tory Month edition of our news-

letter.  

My hope, as with all issues, is that 

in this special issue, the proceed-

ing articles will inspire and encour-

age you to read more, learn more, 

and do more. A special thanks to 

all our staff and supporters who 

assist in making this newsletter 

possible, especially my colleague 

Mr. Kendall Baer, who continues 

to inspire and encourage me when 

the going gets tough. 

 - Andre Burnett  
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1ÌÉÌÓÚȭɂ 

Health Center Medical Supply 

(Accepts Medicare & Medicaid) 

2323 N. MLK Drive 

Milwaukee, WI 53212 

Hours: Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm 

(414) 562-1177 

(414) 562-1277 (FAX) 

Yefim & Lana 

IMPORT DESIGN 

Fashion Hats, Clothing and 

Shoes for Men & Women 

Leather, Sequins & Afro-

Centric Dresses, Figurines & 

Art 

2323 N. MLK Drive 

Milwaukee, WI 53212 

Mon-Fri, 9am-5:30pm 

LOOK! 

 

YOUR AD CAN BE 

PLACED HERE. 

CALL (414) 264-8222 

FOR MORE INFO. 

HOLIDAY SEASON A SUCCESS WITH ASSISTANCE FROM 
RRCO AND OUR PARTNERS 

By Amanda OôDay 

For the last few years, 
RRCO has been fortunate 
to be able to touch the lives 
of many Milwaukee youth 
and their families during the 
holiday season.  

With the help of our staff 
and donations from partner-
ing businesses, RRCO deliv-
ered its most giving year yet. 
MLG Management Group 
graciously donated $3500, 

which was used to purchase 
gift items for several fami-
lies. A local store and com-
munity partner, Import De-
signs on MLK Drive, do-
nated toys and hats for chil-
dren.  

The staff of RRCO also re-
sponded to a challenge to 
bring in a toy or gift item, 
which helped to add to our 
donations. The gifts were 
distributed to hundreds of 

Milwaukee youth, who at-
tended our holiday event 
and dinner on Friday, De-
cember 21st, 2007. Other 
gifts were distributed by staff 
members to several families 
on Christmas Eve, to those 
who may not have had a 
Christmas at all without the 
help of RRCO and our com-
munity partners and busi-
nesses. From the families, 
youth and RRCO, THANK 
YOU! 

Black Creativity 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Kendall Baer 

The movie òPursuit of Hap-
pynessó, starring Will Smith, 
is based on Chris Gardnerõs 
book of the same name. 

Both movie and book im-
pressed me with Gardnerõs 
love and devotion for his 

son, Chris, Jr.  

The movie focuses on a time 
when Gardner and his 5 
year-old son were living in 
San Francisco. The book 
covers Gardnerõs lifeñ
beginning in Milwaukee on 
8th and Wright St. Itõs a 
tumultuous life that canõt be 
squeezed into a two hour 

movie. 

Both movie and book show 
obstacles Gardner had to 

overcome in the world and 
in himself. I recommend 
both movie and book. 
Theyõre available at the 
public library. The DVD 
features conversations with 
Chris Gardner and Will 

Smith. 

POSTSCRIPT: Having been 
a Rebels newsletter volun-
teer for several years I see 
many of the same qualities 
and positive traits of Chris 
Gardner reflected in the 
leadership and staff of the 

Running Rebels. 

One Stop Copy Shop  

By Job Harper 

Hello dedicated readers! 

Great news! The Running 

Rebels One Stop Copy Shop 

is open for business and do-

ing great!  

For those who are just tuning 

in, the copy shop started in 

2006 with the help of a grant 

from the Helen Bader Foun-

dation.  

It is operated by the youth 

who have developed a busi-

ness plan, marketing strat-

egy, and also set goals to 

achieve a successful busi-

ness. Within their fourth year 

of operation, which will be in 

2010, they plan to begin see-

ing profit from their works. 

Hopefully in the future, the 

copy shop will employ youth 

around the country, create 

new jobs, and keep our kids 

safe and off the streets . 

 

***To place an advertisement in our newsletter, to become an eRebel News subscriber (receive 
updates through your e-mail as well as the electronic version of our newsletter), or for questions on any 

of the articles in the newsletter, contact Natasha at (414) 264-8222, or Natasha@runningrebels.org.*** 



Running Rebels Entertainment Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Craig Greene 

Soon to be a flourishing entity 

for networking and entertain-

ment for Milwaukee and sur-

rounding areas, the Running 

Rebels Entertainment Group has 

rubbed shoulders with numerous 

music industry artists, celebrities 

and business persons alike. 

Many of these encounters have 

allowed us to create a combina-

tion of services that will ulti-

mately produce success for an 

individual or group of people. 

Where else can you find most of 

what youôll need for any given 

entertainment project? From 

multimedia needs to artist devel-

opment, promotions, event plan-

ning, performances and disc 

jockeying amongst others, youôll 

find it with this entertainment 

group.  

No longer is there a need to ven-

ture to several companies; it can 

all be located in a professional, 

dedicated and experienced as-

sembly of people as the Running 

Rebels Entertainment Group and 

at affordable rates. If youôre 

interested in making things hap-

pen, letôs collaborate and get it 

done! 
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CHASE Home Mortgage 

Mary A. Wunderlich 

Loan Officer 

15525 W. National Ave. 

New Berlin, WI 53151 

Telephone: (262) 796-5844  

Mary.boehme@chase.com 

Board of Directors 

Michael Mayo, Sr. 

7th District Supervisor 

Courthouse, Room 204 

901 N. 9th St. 

Milwaukee, WI 53233 

Phone (414) 278-4241  

Fax: (414) 223-1380  

Phelps Painting 

Professional Painting 

Interior/Exterior 

Fair Prices 

òThere is no job too small!ó 

(414) 531-7703  

(414) 234-8518  

By Amanda OôDay 

Have you checked out our newly renovated space 

on the third floor  of our building? With the assis-

tance of kind donations from area businesses and 

community partners and the hard work and sweat of 

our staff and youth, we now have a third floor 

Teen Room, equipped with a music area, workout 

facility  and teen lounge/TV area. RRCO would 

like to give a special thanks to the following youth 

who worked hard adding a fresh coat of paint to the 

third floor: David, Davionne, Lenze, Mario, Ryan, 

Sean, Tekia, and Vernell. We would also like to 

thank the staff who put on their painting clothes and 

helped out: Clifton, Damon, Jerome, Maurice, 

Mike P., Simeon, and Victor E.  

The room would have not been complete without 

materials and items that were donated from area 

community partners and businesses. RRCO would 

like to recognize: The Habitat for Humanity Re-

Store, for their donation of paint, paint brushes, 

lighting fixtures and carpeting; Appleby Décor, for 

their donation of paint; Steinhafels for the awesome 

furniture; and Sorefôs Carpet City for the carpet-

ing. Without these area businesses, our room would 

have not been complete. From our staff and youth, 

THANK YOU ! 

Our Capital Campaign is progressing, but we are 

still in need of support. To date, we have raised over 

$325,000 as part of the Capital Campaign to trans-

form our building. The roof has been replaced, and 

the windows are currently being replaced. With 

continued support, we hope to tackle the HVAC 

system, then start the beautification process as we 

renovate the office spaces, build a new gymnasium 

and theatre, as well as expand our library and rec-

reational areas. We are still in dire need of funding 

from individuals, businesses or community partners. 

Please help us by donating to RRCOôs Capital Cam-

paign. 

 

RRCO is pleased to be the new coordination and 

host agency of the Wraparound Integrated Pro-

vider Network (WIPN) Youth Council . Starting in 

January 2008, RRCO began coordinating and host-

ing the WIPN Youth Council meetings. The WIPN 

Youth Council is open to Wraparound Milwaukee 

clients, who are interested in interacting and voicing 

their opinions about their adolescent experience. 

They meet on the third Monday of each month, 

from 4:00pm to 5:30pm. For more information, 

please see Amanda. 

RRCO RECENT HAPPENINGS 


