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Your financial contributions to Running 
Rebels Community Organization make 
a HUGE impact in our community by 
providing safe space for Milwaukee 
young people and connecting them to 
caring adult mentors.
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Support Our Mission to
Close the Mentoring Gap

You can support us with an online contribution
at Runningrebels.org OR by sending a check to: 
Running Rebels Community Organization
225 W. Capitol Drive | Milwaukee, WI 53212

MENTORING MATTERS

2021 FINANCIALS*

Allise, age 13, became connected to her Rebel mentor Jasmine 
through our in-school-mentoring program called the Violence 
Free Zone. 

"Jasmine is someone I can relate to. Our bond is special - 
something that I don't have with a lot of people. She's like a big 
sister. She's helped me with not being so angry and has shown 
me how to calm down when I get upset. Because of her, I have 
better self-control and can better handle when I start getting 
overwhelmed. Thank you, Jasmine, for being there when I need 
you and for teaching me so much!"

Daeshawn, age 16, has been working with his Rebel mentor 
Phil for the past two years through the Violence Free Zone 
and our After school and Summer Programs including the 
Summer Jobs Program. 

"Phil knows me really well, he has built relationships with my 
siblings and my dad too. He helps me during and after school. 
If I get mad in class, he talks me down. If it wasn't for him, I 
wouldn't know how to control my anger and would get into 
fights. Phil has shown me so many new things like golfing, 
chess, gardening, and even fishing at Mauthe Lake. He also 
helped me get my first job this summer! I really appreciate 
him being in my life. Thank you, Phil!" 

EXPENSES

Program - $5,048,190 

Management - $873,050 

Fundraising - $130,957

Total - $6,052,198 

REVENUE

Milwaukee County - $2,549,605 

Milwaukee Publuc Schools - $1,092,831 

State of Wisconsin - $400,000 

City of Milwaukee - $84,465 

Donations - $1,654,180

Other - $698,631 

*Pre Audit

Total - $6,479,712 
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Dear Rebel Friends and Partners,

We are immensely grateful for your continued support in helping us serve Milwaukee 
youth and families. Your advocacy, donations, and sharing of our story allowed us to 
provide professional adult mentors to over 2,000 youth in 2021!

Mentoring guarantees young people have access to trusted adults who can help them 
navigate life's challenges, set and accomplish goals, provide accountability and support, 
introduce them to new opportunities, and genuinely care about them. Yet 1 in 3 youth 
will grow up without this critical asset.

Running Rebels has been working to close this mentoring gap for 41 years with your 
support. Rebel mentors create life-changing relationships like the connection between 
16-year-old Maurion and his mentor Hearold. Maurion explains "I was placed in detention 
after getting into some trouble. I was really hurt and angry with the world. If I wasn't 
connected to Hearold, I think I would have taken my anger out in negative ways. He 
really believes in me, which helps me believe in myself.

Victor Barnett                                        Dawn Barnett   
Founder & Executive Director            Co-Executive Director

We are fully committed to closing the mentoring gap, but we need your support to 
continue to provide professional mentors, resources, workforce development 
opportunities, and safe after-school and summer programming to Milwaukee youth. 
Every dollar helps to make a difference in a Milwaukee young person’s life. 
With sincere gratitude,  
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We had a BIG impact in 2021 on Milwaukee youth and families thanks to you:

2021 HIGHLIGHTS

Workforce Development & Financial Literacy: 65 youth completed 
our 10-week summer jobs program made possible by United Way of 
Greater Milwaukee & Waukesha County and U.S. Bank. Financial 
literacy was a core component of the program as it was many of the 
young people’s first time earning a paycheck. Youth learned the 
difference between a debit and credit card, how to create personal 
budgets, and opened savings accounts. 

Credible Messenger: Milwaukee County’s Division of Health & 
Human Services launched the Credible Messenger program in 

partnership with Running Rebels and four other community 
organizations in May 2021. The Credible Messenger Program is 

focused on curbing youth violence by connecting mentors to youth 
who were previously involved in the juvenile justice system or who 

are at-risk of going down the wrong path. Running Rebels 
connected 28 credible messenger youth to relatable Rebel mentors.  

Wellness Initiatives: The ongoing pandemic reinforced the 
importance of prioritizing our mental, emotional, and physical 
health. We launched a variety of wellness activities throughout 
the year including breathing & mindfulness workshops, fitness 
initiatives, and outdoor exploration activities. 

Renovation Kick Off: We kicked off renovations of our 100+ 
year-old Lindsay Heights building by remodeling our recreation 

area. A generous Learn and Play grant from the NBA Foundation 
and the 2021 NBA World Champion Milwaukee Bucks allowed us to 

re-finish the original wood floors, completely paint the space, 
install LED lights, and purchase new furniture and pool tables. We 

look forward to further improvements in 2022 including 
remodeling the kitchen and adding an additional bathroom!

Engage the community, youth, and their families

Prevent involvement in drugs, violence, and the juvenile justice system

Intervene and guide youth to make positive choices

Coach youth through their transition into adulthood

Our EPIC Mission


