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Dear Friends,

Message from the Executive Directors

1. Prevention of violence in families, central city neighborhoods, and the entire Milwaukee community.

2. Reduction of incarceration rates among African American boys and men in Milwaukee.

3. Development of young men and women of character, who are engaged, committed, contributing citizens.

We believe that when we empower young people to see a better future AND approach them with a willingness to 

listen and understand, we can transform the trajectory of their lives. Support from friends and allies like you directly im-

pacts the young people we serve, inspiring them to realize their dreams and achieve a successful future.

Thanks to the incredible generosity of our supporters, Running Rebels Community Organization made great strides 

in 2018, serving a record 2,500 young people – an increase of 1,000 youth over 2017! At our new East facility and our 

original Fond Du Lac Avenue location, we o�ered a wide selection of daily programming including intensive one-on-one 

mentoring, academic enrichment and tutoring, athletics, chess club, field trips, arts and music, workforce training and com-

munity engagement. We also served over 2,700 youth through the Violence Free Zones that we operate at seven 

Milwaukee Public Schools. 

Equally exciting is the tremendous progress made on our Full Circle Capital Campaign. The Full Circle Campaign, 

chaired by Milwaukee Bucks legend Marques Johnson and Clifton Phelps of JCP Construction, attracted new do-

nors and raised more than $1 million toward our goal of $4.1 million to support facility expansion and program growth.

For over 38 years, Running Rebels has been inspiring at-risk African American youth in Milwaukee, especially boys and 

teens, to find their purpose and create lives of accomplishment, integrity, and contribution. Ultimately, Running Rebels 

works to achieve three critical community goals that impact all of us:

Gratefully,

Victor Barnett

Founder & Executive Director
Dawn Barnett
Co-Executive Director



The Running Rebels Community Organization Engages the community, 
youth, and their families, Prevents involvement in gangs, drugs, violence, 
and the juvenile justice system, Intervenes and guides youth by assisting 
them with making positive choices, and Coaches youth through their 
transition into adulthood. We accomplish this by building relationships with 
youth and providing the resources they need to become thriving, connected, 
and contributing adults.

Our EPIC Mission

Running Rebels is unique because of our intensive focus on relationships. We know that one positive adult 
role model can literally make the di�erence between a life of contribution and a life of destructive choices for a young 
person. Whenever possible, we hire mentors from within the community we serve. This way, young people get to know 
successful adults who come from similar backgrounds and understand the things they have experienced. Youth see that 
if adults who look like them and have faced similar challenges such as poverty, racism, or family struggles can move 
beyond those barriers to achieve a meaningful life – SO CAN THEY.

Our Goals

-  Provide young people with a sense of belonging and unity within their community

-  Create inspiring after-school and summer environments for Milwaukee young people

-  Prepare youth for future careers and entrepreneurship

-  Improve academic performance through tutoring and mentorship

-  Help youth to avoid negative police contact and involvement in the corrections system 



W
e are so proud to 

have five-time 

NBA All Star and Mil-

waukee Bucks Legend 

Marques Johnson and 

local entrepreneur 

Clifton Phelps of 

JCP Construction as     

Campaign Co-Chairs, 

providing additional mo-

mentum and excitement 

to this critically important 

e�ort. With their help 

and the hard work of the 

Running Rebels Board, 

Sta�, and Campaign 

Committee, we have 

attracted support from 

donors throughout the 

community, including the 

Zilber Family Foundation, 

the Bradley Foundation, 

Burke Foundation, Daniel 

M. Soref Charitable Trust, 

Impact100, the Milwau-

kee Bucks Foundation 

and many others. In 

2018 alone, we raised 

more than $1 million 

toward our $4.1 million 

campaign goal, including 

a $100,000 grant from 

the Greater Milwaukee 

Foundation to upgrade 

the HVAC system at our 

Fond Du Lac location and 

$550,000 toward the 

East facility. As of June 

30, 2019, the Campaign 

had raised just over $3.17 

million!

Full Circle Capital Campaign Update

About the Campaign
The Running Rebels Full Circle Campaign is a $4.1 
million capital fundraising initiative designed to 
transform hearts, minds, and social and economic 
circumstances for young people living in 
Milwaukee’s central city. 



The Zilber Challenge: The Zilber Family Foundation, which generously provided a $500,000 lead gift to start the 
campaign in 2017, has also o�ered a $500,000 challenge grant to close the campaign. Running Rebels is currently 
seeking new donors to help us meet the Zilber match!

Campaign Goals

-  Fund the purchase of a second community center in the Harambee 

neighborhood (225 W. Capitol Dr.) that triples our space and provides 

a gym, locker rooms, computer labs, catering kitchen, and expanded 

program space.

-  Maintain our historic building, services, and presence in the Lindsay 

Heights neighborhood (1300A W. Fond Du Lac Ave.).

-  Increase our capacity to expand programs and serve more youth 

and families.



Running Rebels 
provided a holiday 

meal and gifts 
for 213 youth and 

families.

Engagement

We engage youth, families and the broader community through neighborhood organizing work in the Lindsay 
Heights and Harambee neighborhoods and by introducing youth to the rich diversity of resources, festivals, and 

events that our city has to o�er. We truly believe that young people who build a healthy connection to their community 
are more likely to become civically engaged adults.

Lindsay Heights Central Location Highlights:
Running Rebels maintains a robust presence and leadership role in the Lindsay Heights neighborhood surrounding our 
Fond Du Lac location. As the lead Community Organizing group for Lindsay Heights, Running Rebels connects and em-
powers neighbors to improve the safety and quality of their community. This year e�orts were focused on establishing 
cohesion among neighborhood stakeholders and resulted in a successful partnership with Walnut Way on a LISC grant. 
In 2018 Running Rebels organizers:

-  Knocked on 841 doors.
-  Attended 28 Neighborhood Stakeholder Meetings.
-  Organized 20 Community Clean Ups.

Harambee East Location Highlights:
In 2018, Running Rebels’ beautiful new East facility o�ered a wide selection of youth programming daily. In addition, 
the gym and our location on the Milwaukee Beerline Trail has allowed Running Rebels to expand family-based and com-
munity engagement activities.  
Events held at East in 2018 included:

-  Beerline Trail Mural Workshops: 147 young people attended 4 workshops and created 
a beautiful community mural along the Beerline Trail. This mural will be seen by thousands 
of people who use the trail annually and will connect the broader community to the 
contributions and potential of our young people.
-  Coats and Cutz: Running Rebels youth helped plan and sta� this event that brought 118 
people from the community to Running Rebels for free coats and haircuts donated by local 
stylists.
-  Don’t Guess It, Get Tested STI Awareness Event: 74 young people learned about 
protecting themselves and those they love from STIs and accessed STI screening.



Running Rebels 
youth peformed 

music at 15 
community 

events in 
Milwaukee in 

2018.



Running Rebels After School and Summer Educational Enrich-

ment Program offers safe spaces for Milwaukee youth to receive 

homework help, play games, work on computers, enjoy healthy 

snacks and meals, and engage in leadership, arts, and educational 

programs. Youth come to our After School and Summer Educational 

Enrichment Program to grow as individuals and help build a positive 

community. 

Prevention

After School & Summer 

Educational Enrichment

youth accessed safe
 After School and Summer 
Educational Enrichment 
Programming, including 
204 youth who received 
tutoring and academic 

enrichment and 81 youth 
who participated in arts 
and music programming.

960



After School & 

Summer Spotlight

In 2018, 144 youth attended Be 

The Change male leadership 

development programming at 

least 2 or more times. Be the 

Change is a multi-year partnership 

program between Milwaukee Pub-

lic Schools, Running Rebels, and 

the City of Milwaukee. Over the 

course of the summer and aca-

demic year, students participate 

in literacy enrichment and credit 

recovery courses supplemented 

by cultural and social develop-

ment, health and wellness, and 

career and college readiness com-

ponents. Be the Change serves to 

provide an outlet for young men 

of color and older adult role mod-

els to share concerns, exchange 

ideas, develop, and o�er solutions 

to academic and social disparities. 
“The Rebels have shown me how to become a 

responsible young man.” 

N. Warren, After-School & 
Summer Participant



For 38 years, the Running Rebels Basketball program has been a platform for developing athletic excel-

lence, building character, and offering a source of stability in the lives of young athletes. Rebel athletes 

receive mentoring from their coaches on and off the court. Coaches help athletes communicate with teach-

ers, and obtain employment.

Athletics



youth participated in 
Athletic Programming; 

learning good sportsman-
ship, perseverance, and 

teamwork.

424

“My experience with Running Rebels Basketball 
taught me how to be a better person by helping 

the community and working with others.”

 Cameron, 2018 Rebel Athlete





T
he V iolence Free Zone (VFZ) is a school -

based mentoring program that provides 

Milwaukee Public School students with     

addit ional personal ,  academic ,  and career 

support .  VFZ mentors work directly within 

seven MPS middle and high schools assist -

ing students who need addit ional school       

support by helping them set and accomplish 

goals ,  strengthen preparedness for learning , 

and develop strategies to reduce and re-

solve confl icts responsibly .  T he goals are to      

support student success and create more 

peaceful and cohesive school cultures .  

Violence Free Zone

7 619 27,200 
MPS Schools Violence Free 

Zone Mentees
One-on-One

Mentoring Sessions

VFZ Schools: 

-  Alexander Hamilton High School

-  Barack Obama School of Career & Technical Education

-  Lincoln Center of the Arts

-  North Division High School

-  Roosevelt Middle School of the Arts

-  Vincent High School of Agricultural Sciences

-  Washington High School of Information Technology

“The VFZ sta� are great mentors and 
inspirations. Being a part of the VFZ 
family throughout my three years at 

Roosevelt has shown me that I can do 
amazing things in life.”

 Maurion, Roosevelt Middle School of 
the Arts VFZ Participant



Running Rebels Juvenile Justice Programs serves some of the hardest 

to reach and highest risk young people in Milwaukee. These are young 

people who have been adjudicated and court-ordered for intensive mentor-

ing as an alternative to incarceration. Running Rebels provides these young 

people with 24/7 mentoring and access to other positive arts, athletic, and 

academic programs, with the goal of getting them through their probation 

period and onto a more positive life path. Our professional mentors ensure 

that young people are attending school and acting responsibly at home 

and in their communities. 

We believe that all youth have strengths that can be developed 

through meaningful relationships, structure, and support. We are 

very proud of the hard work that our mentors do to support and redirect 

these very high-risk youth. In 2018, we hosted four di�erent juvenile justice 

programs: Milwaukee County Accountability Program (MCAP), Intensive 

Monitoring Program (IMP), A True After-Care Program (ATAC), and Intensive 

Monitoring Program-Aftercare (IMP-Aftercare).

Intervention

Juvenile Justice Program Impact

387 90% 94%
Youth Served of MCAP Avoided 

Recidivism
of IMP Avoided 

Recidivism



Our Juvenile Justice Programs integrates the innovative Juvenile Cognitive Intervention Program (JCIP), an            

evidence-based cognitive behavioral curriculum designed to disrupt negative thinking and behaviors. JCIP helps 

youth build pro-social skills, learn to control impulses, set positive goals, and avoid negative behaviors. JCIP teaches 

youth that they have the power to make positive decisions and create a meaningful future. Running Rebels is recog-

nized as a premier provider of JCIP and the ONLY o�cial JCIP trainer in Wisconsin.

Juvenile Cognitive Intervention Program Highlight 

“Running Rebels helped me make better 
decisions and build a better relationship with 

my father.”  

Intensive Monitoring Program Participant

“I’m so happy to have a won-
derful team of individuals who 

care about my son and his 
future. The support we have re-
ceived since being a part of the 
Rebels has helped us become 

closer as a family.”

- Milwaukee County 
Accountability Program Parent



Our Higher Education Learning Program is focused on making college attainable for Milwaukee 

youth. Our main goal is to provide college-bound youth with the means to become independent 

adults who will, in turn, give back to their communities. HELP coaches youth through their transition 

into college by providing emotional and financial support throughout their entire college journey, in-

cluding annual scholarships. 

Coaching

Higher Education Learning Program 

Congratulations to our HELP College Graduates!

-  Alethia T ilford, Howard University

-  Demarcus Harris, University of Michigan & Morehouse College 

-  Natasha Malone, Texas Southern University  

“The HELP Program provided me 
with the opportunity to focus 
on school and graduate from 

two institutions this year. Worry 
about room and board is always 

a hassle. I was able to use the 
funds to pay rent and keep food 

in the refrigerator. The Rebels 
supported me greatly through 
my undergrad and inspired me 

to help others.”

 Demarcus Harris, HELP Alumni

HELP awarded 

to 10 scholarship 
recipients in 2018.

$17,000



Work Force Development

Pipeline2Promise Program Highlight

75 youth engaged in at least one of 
our workforce development 
initiatives.

81 youth participated in the 2019 “Go 
For It Youth Entrepreneur Summit.”

Running Rebels is committed to 

helping young people find, secure, 

and maintain meaningful employ-

ment. We know that connecting 

young people to jobs provides so 

much more than a paycheck. It can 

mean an introduction to a future ca-

reer path, the chance to meet a new 

mentor, and increased self-confidence. 

Specific workforce development op-

portunities include Pipeline2Promise, 

Earn & Learn summer employment 

program, Running Rebels Audio/Visual 

and Catering Businesses, Running Re-

bels Youth Employment Opportunities, 

and our Annual Youth Entrepreneur-

ship Summit.

Running Rebels also works to es-

tablish partnerships with businesses 

in our neighborhoods and beyond. 

The businesses commit to hiring 

our young people and Running Re-

bels provides soft skills training and 

support to remove other barriers to 

employment such as transportation or 

childcare issues.

Pipeline2Promise (P2P) is Running 

Rebels signature workforce devel-

opment program serving primarily 

African American young people ages 

18-27. P2P is a 6-month intensive 

training program that provides par-

ticipants with a combination of skills 

development, job readiness, place-

ment, and retention support. Each par-

ticipant works with program sta� to 

create a personal development plan 

to determine specific strengths and 

needs, identify short and long-term 

goals, and create an in-depth plan to 

build specific employment and educa-

tional skills. The goal is to secure self-

sustaining employment and establish 

a meaningful career path. 



Rebels In the News



 Financials

Revenue
Milwaukee County - $2,941,589
City of Milwaukee - $224,819
Workforce Development - $44,547
Donations - $651,561
Woodson Center - $646,445
Milwaukee Public Schools - $613,428
Other – $313,563

Total Revenue: $5,135,952 
(not including capital campaign)

Expenses

Program - $4,568,625
Management & Support Services - $921,653
Fundraising - $116,425
 
Total Expenses $5,606,703
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In-Kind Donations

SUPPORT OUR MISSION

Your financial contributions to Running 

Rebels Community Organization make 

a HUGE impact in our community by 

providing a safe and engaging space for 

Milwaukee’s young people. You can sup-

port us with an online contribution at 

runningrebels.org OR send a check to: 

Running Rebels 
Community Organization

225 W. Capitol Drive
Milwaukee, WI 53212
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East Location 

225 W. Capitol Drive

Milwaukee, WI 53212

Central Location

1300 W. Fond Du Lac Ave
Milwaukee, WI 53205

Stay Engaged!

Sign up for our eRebel news on our 

website

RunningRebels.org

Running Rebels

@RRCO1980

RunningRebels

RunningRebelsmilw


