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Dear Friends,
Thank you for your generous support over the past
40 years, particularly in 2020. Your contributions,
volunteering, and advocacy have allowed Running
Rebels to grow from Victor Barnett engaging 50
youth in 1980 to a team of 130 professional staff
serving over 3,000 youth in a typical year.

2020, however, was anything but typical. The global
pandemic, civil unrest, and economic hardship
deeply reinforced the importance of truly being
there for each other. Because you were there for
us, we were able to safely connect 1,800 youth
with engaging programming and caring adult
mentors; resulting in life-changing mentee/mentor
connections during a time of social isolation.

COVID forced us to keep programming small to
remain safe, but with your help we still had a BIG
impact in 2020 including:

Like many of our youth and families, we adapted to meet the challenges of COVID -19 and adjust our
services to the community’'s growing needs. In September, we began a partnership with The Gathering of
Southeastern Wisconsin and Feeding America to provide weekly food boxes to families in need.

Virtual learning became another hurdle for our youth and families, so we pivoted our after-school tutoring
center to a Virtual Learning Center (VLC). Youth who came to our VLC during the school day had access
to computers, internet, meals, and community resources, as well as Education Coordinator who answered
student questions and provide onsite academic assistance.

We believe families come together in times of need. Thank you for being a part of our family by supporting
Running Rebels Commmunity Organization.

Victor Barnett Dawn Barnett
Founder & Executive Director Co- Executive Director
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Running Rebels
Community Organization

Engages the community,
youth, and their families

Prevents involvement in
drugs, violence, and the
juvenile justice system

Intervenes and guides youth
by helping them make
positive choices

Coaches youth through
their transition into
adulthood




We engage the community through organizing, connecting residents to resources, and hosting events.
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RUNNING REBELS IS THE LEAD COMMUNITY ORGANIZING AGENCY FOR
LINDSAY HEIGHTS. IN 2020, OUR ORGANIZERS:

Collaborated with

The Gathering of
Southeastern Wisconsin
on a weekly food give

away to address the gap
in food access caused by
the pandemic.

COVID Safe Community Events:

Coat Give Away: We
collaborated with Heal
the Hood to give away
150 coats, hats, gloves,
and socks in a COVID
safe drive-thru event.

Provided 600

' residents with
resources regarding
voter registration,

COVID-19, food &
housing access

Harambee Community
Clean Up: Running
Rebels teamed up
with other Harambee
organizations and
residents for on-

going clean ups in the
Harambee community.

Lindsay Heights

’ Organized 22 clean
* ups to beautify the

’S.
A

Neighborhood

Outdoor Open Mic: Rebel
youth showed off their
talents singing, reciting
poetry, and displaying
their artwork at Running
Rebels’ open mic.
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PREVENTION

Running Rebels’ Community Mentoring Program funded by the State of Wisconsin provides preventative
mentoring to community teens ages 12-21. Youth learn self-regulation, communication, and decision-making
skills needed to complete school, gain employment, and live a healthy life. Community Mentors were critical
in keeping mentees connected to their community, peers, and school during social distancing and virtual
learning.

4,167 intentional one- 150 youth matched 268 academic and
z on-one conversations ' with a caring adult personal goals
x with CMP mentees. ' mentor. completed by CMP
mentees.

Following CDC guidelines, Running Rebels provided in-person and virtual recreation and academic
enrichment to youth - many of whom needed a space to re-engage, re-connect, and thrive.

In-Person and Virtual Recreation Programing

612 youth attended in- 187 youth received academic

“ person & virtual recreation 4 support in our tutoring center
W, programming. S

Male & Female Videography & Photography Athletics

Leadership Groups Gardening Financial Literacy

Unity Band
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VIOLENCE FREE ZONE

The Violence Free Zone (VFZ) is a school-based mentoring program that provides Milwaukee Public School
students with personal, academic, and career support. During the 2020/2021 school year, Running Rebels’

VFZ program played a major role in supporting youth, families, and partner schools as they navigated virtual
schooling. VFZ mentors connected with parents to discuss their students’ goals and challenges and helped
families access food/technology. Mentors listened to their mentees fears and assured them they were not alone
as many youth shared feelings of isolation, worry for loved one'’s health, concerns over parents/guardians’ job

security, and fear for the future.

2020 - 2021 School Year VFZ Data:

7= | 1513

Violence Free
Zone Mentees

19,235

One on One Mentoring Sessions

53%

of VFZ mentees
surveyed showed an
improvement in 2021
attendance with an
average growth of 12%
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18%

of VFZ mentees

report having positive
relationship with
teachers vs 47% of non
VFZ MPS students.




Through our intervention programs, we serve juvenile justice involved youth by building meaningful
relationships, providing daily coaching, and using evidence-based curriculum to teach youth skills to think
through consequences before acting. The goal of our intervention programs is to support young people in
successfully completing probation while helping them to develop positive skills and to deter them from future
involvement in the criminal justice system.

Milwaukee County Accountability Program (MCAP) A True Aftercare Program (ATAC)
Intensive Monitoring Program (IMP) Intensive Monitoring Program - Aftercare
of IMP youth of MCAP
:Z:‘\lt:d avoided youth avoided
recidivism recidivism.

MEET OUR JUVENILE JUSTICE MENTORS

Traci Amos has been mentoring Rebel youth for 18 years and has
been instrumental in the success of hundreds of youth.

Her mentee Angel says “Traci pushes me to do better. She started
working with me after | made some bad choices. Traci has shown
me the importance of school and she holds me accountable for
completing my court-ordered program.”

Hearold Dean is Lead Advocate with the Intensive

His 16-year-old mentee, Maurion, explains his powerful
relationship with Hearold: “/ was placed in detention after getting
into some trouble. | was really hurt and angry with the world

while | was in detention. If | wasn’t connected to my Rebel mentor,
Hearold, | think | would have taken my anger out in negative ways.
Hearold really believes in me, which helps me believe in myself. He
keeps me motivated, but also tells it to me straight when | need to
hear it. | know that Hearold’s got my back if | need anything even
just some advice or someone to talk to.”




HIGHTER EDUCATION LEARNING PROGRAM

Our Higher Education Learning Program (HELP) is focused on making college attainable for Milwaukee
youth. HELP coaches youth through their transition into college by providing emotional and financial
support throughout their entire college journey.

’. ’I 10 Milwaukee youth awarded a total

of $13,000 from Running Rebels HELP
i D scholarship program.

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

At Running Rebels, we believe that connecting young people to jobs provides so much more than a
paycheck. It can mean an introduction to a future career path, the ability to support a family, meeting a new
mentor, and increased self-confidence. Recognizing the benefits of employment, our mentors help their
young people attain jobs by assisting with obtaining vital documents, resume writing, and interviewing skills.

I-' Rebel mentors connected 66 young

people to employment both within
and outside of Running Rebels.




MMeet Our Mentees & VMentors

MENTOR MARVIN &
MENTEES DAMARION AND DAVIEON

Marvin Triggs has mentored brothers Damarrion
& Davieon since 2017 through our After-School/
Summer Programs and Community Mentoring
Program. Both brothers say that Marvin has
played a key role in their lives.

Davieon, 16, says “Marvin is a huge mentor in
my life. He's invested so much in me and he’s
shown me how to invest in others. He gives
me honest feedback, not telling me what |
want to hear, but what | need to hear.”

Damarrion, 17, says “Marvin checks in on us
everyday. He's helped me get my GPA up.
Marvin has put so much time and effort into
me. He’s patient, even when I'm being a lot.”

MENTOR WILTON &
MENTEE SYNTRELL

“I'm a 7th grader at Lincoln Middle School.
| love going to the Rebels to hang out with
my Violence Free Zone mentor, Mr. Wilton.
Mr. Wilton is so funny! We laugh and joke
a lot. He's also a good person to talk to

if | get frustrated or have any problems.

| love how calm and patient he is when

he talks with me. Without Mr. Wilton and
VFZ, virtual school would have been really
hard. He helped me get my grades up and
introduced me to different activities at the
Rebels like pool and discussion groups.
He's helped me become a better person.”
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Financials

REVENUE

ot

i &%ﬁﬁﬁ@%n
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

L ® Milwaukee County QO City of Milwaukee Workforce
® MPS Donations ® Other

® State of Wisconsin

EXPENSES

2%

® Program ® Management Fundraising
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Support Our Mission! Your financial contributions to Running Rebels Community
Organization makes a HUGE impact in our community by providing a safe and engaging
space for Milwaukee's young people.

$100,000 - $200,000

Lynde and Harry Bradley Foundation
The Zilber Family Foundation

Daniel M Soref Charitable Trust

The Burke Foundation, Inc.

$50,000 - $99,999

US Bank

Every Day Good Foundation

$20,000 - $49,999

Diercks Family Charities

United Way of Greater Milwaukee
Windhover Foundation

BMO Harris Bank

The Ros Foundation

Chris & Jennifer Abele

Catharine B. Stayer Family Foundation
Tabak Law

Greater Milwaukee Foundation - The Gerda A.
Debelak Fund

Wells Fargo Foundation

$10,000 - $19,999

Northwestern Mutual Foundation
Express Yourself Milwaukee

Quad

Tellier Foundation

Art Pope Fund

Don & Sallie Davis

Matthew & Kathryn Kamm

$5,000 - $9,999

Rodney Petersen

Network for Good

Patrick and Janet Thompson Family Foun-
dation

Bernard Alberg

Schoenleber Foundation Inc.

Swick Technologies

Von Briesen

Cargill Incorporated

Krenz & Company Inc.

Dana Presley

American Family (Dreams Foundation)
Amazon Corporate

Christine A. Symchych & James P. McNulty
Charitable Fund

Paul Artell Smith

Bradley Impact Fund

JCP Construction LLC

Weyco Group Charitable Trust
Lakeshore Veterinary Specialists LLC
Lindy Yeager & John Florsheim

Victor & Dawn Barnett

Krause Family Foundation, Inc.

Peter Hammond

Francisco Aguilar

Mcginnity Family Foundation

Jennie Kent

Carolyn McCarthy

$1,000 - $1,999

Laura Rostermundt

Gruber Law Offices, LLC

The Milwaukee Bucks Foundation
Vizance

Sikich LLP

Joseph Lapard

Asset Builders of America

Michael Coyne

Greater Milwaukee Foundation - Arthur &
Dora Kessenich

Gwendolyn Horton

Rebecca Simenz

Breathe Fitness LLC

Cityserve International

Jill Boyle

Michael & Jamy Malatesta

David Cross & Joan Fagan
Rite-Hite Foundation

Stewart Edwards & Joanne Danforth
Walmart

Heil Family Foundation Agency
Anwar Jenkins

Tai Garthus

Kristin Hill

Eaton

Pasqua Family Foundation

Erin Horman

Gary Swick

Bradley Impact Fund - Krasten Fund
TJIX Corporation

$500 - $999

Benevity Commmunity Impact Fund
Edward Hinsa

Ritz, Holman, Butala, Fine, LLP
International FA

Richard Esemnerg

Berkowitz Family Foundation
William & Kari Foote Family Charitable Fund
Anonymous

Steven & Elizabeth Duback

Peter Hitler

Kory Ellis

Issac Rowlett

The Duback Family Charitable Fund
Leslie Hauser & Karl Wuesthoff
Jacqueline Lalley

Rolunda Dixon

Mary E Finn Gorski

Michael Best

Green Sanity Solutions LLC

Brent Whitten

Hattie Porterfield

Cheveux

Voors Family

$200 - $499

Travis Whitty

Robin McHenry

Pam Miller

Jennifer Tasse

Christel Wendelberger
Susan Lloyd

Kiri Rajala

Michael O'Connell

Tom Christy

Congregation Beth Israel Social Action
Committee

Bradley Meyer

Mike Peeples

Aurora Health Care

Robert Baird

Amanda O'Day

Jean DiMotto

Rebecca Tradewell

Greg Radix

Diana Luttmann
Renaissance Charitable Foundation
Jennifer Kramer

Luke Garceau

Patrick Henderson

Emmet Light

Lora Haines

Colin J Weber

Daniel Byrne

Marcia Brooks

Laura Aszman

Milwaukee Area Technical College
Logan Parker

Molly Schicantek

Jewish Com Fdn Fixed Pool
Charles Adam

Bryce Nelson

Andrew Griswold

Five Nine Bank

Matt Cromwell

Rick Carlson

Joan and Robert Klien Donor Advised Fund
Mark & Michele Meier

$100 - $199

Amazon Smile

Lida Zetley

Neutron Holdings, Inc. DBA Lime
United Way of Philadephia and Southern New
Jersey

Kathy Herson

Megan Kohlmann

Rabbi Joel Alter

Darsha Currin

Joanne Schmidt

Les Dlabay

Adam Oftt

Anisha Murrell
Stacy Hannemann
Shannon Geaslin
Erin Miles
Matt Richardson
Margaret Haze
Pledgeling Foundation

Gil & Kathy Malone

John Rakowski

June Perry

MaryJo Meyers

Miller & Miller Law Office

CPIINC

Walter Davis

Brian Pier

Sarah Rinderle

SA & Associates Consulting LLC

Jim Piatt

William & Deborah Berg

Barb Winiecki

Laura Leigh

Jennifer Bradley Vent

Anita Bensman

Joseph Boucher Il

Sumara Michele

Joseph Orecchio

Nicolette Ratz

Senior Helpers

American Transmission Company
Bryan & Aklicia Sadoff

Sharon Fedderly

Sharon Boyer

Bryan Filipowicz

Simeon Henderson

Valerie Johnson

Alicia Manning

Catherine Marie Rose

Heather Perkins

Rae Ellen Sena

Paul Nelson

Brian Maurice

Brittany & Ben Wesson

Daven & Tanya Hines

Dean Vanden Bush

Judith Boyle

Marilee S. Brass Donor Advised Fund of the
Jewish Community Foundation
Vanessa Sancha

Elizabeth Neubauer

$1- $99

Michael Muleski
Wauwatosa Avenue United Methodist Church
Barbara Markoff & Jerry Kaster
Chelle Nenning

Kelsey Dipietro

Ruby J Jackson

Audrey Warner

James Cleveland

Mark Mertens

Jody Rhodes

Robert Wynn

Kevin Christensen
Elizabeth Martin

Chris Fink

Erin Frederick

Kayhla Perez

Andrea Ogden

Dennis & Rachel Hafemann
Marvin Wiener & Jeanne Neevel
Katherine Smith

Mark Chernek

Andrea Griffin

Marc Bennett

Jeylan Turkoglu

Marina Maller

Sienna Bast

Alycia Kender

Erika Kyle

Bess Earl

Lorinda Shearburn
Alexander James

Anne Bucio

Sarah Jacobson

Sarah Bregant

Todd Miller

David Effinger

Terese Bacinskaite
Douglas Brissett

Oriana Carey

Michaela Cohen
Chris Daskam
Melissa Lutgen
Mojishola Mason
Ali Thiemer
Makeisha Young
Holly Patzer
Kasey Gillmore
Thomas Melton
Melissa Gleason
Melodie Fox
Margaret Armstrong

Sasha Nelson

Marjorie Stutton

Scott Hutchcroft

Janet Burrell

Sarah Neilsen

Joshua Zieve

Peter Drews

Theodore Tousman & Phyllis Bankier
Joshua Ninabuck

Tracy Broekman

Kathleen Gramann

David Zetley

Kathleen McClutchy-Gale

Anne Johnson

Tommy Ebert

Ryan King

Kelly Wesolowski

John H Nolan

Brent Arnold

June Wallace

Reesa & Irving Gottschalk
Schrell EI-Amin

Korletta Birts

Brandon Garland

Logan Meyer

Emily Buck

Sophia Diederich

Heidi Wick-Spoerl

Alenia Brooks

Lynn Keller

Julie Perez

Samantha Biallas

Susan Armour Seidman

Eva Eiseman

Jimmy Brown

Linda Gorens-Levey

Joseph & Laura Hebert
Rochelle Nastachowski
Catherine Kirchman

Shelley Budney Weber

Katelyn Phillips

Joan Zepecki

Steven Doman

Lisa Ashley

Crystal Love

Robert Blake

Bradley Fredderly

Rhonda Davis-Wright

Tyrone Dumas

Rebecca Faulkner

Ruth Weill

Karly Treffert

Michael Dingmann

Michael Hunzinger

Mike Warnecke

Nacy Berg

Germaine Geuder

Donald Ryan

Joseph Stilin

Anne Sempos

Vincent Kalt

Dana Herdeman

Caroline Smith

Linda Gmach

Nathan Pollesch

Tabitha Yang

Frederick Stoltz

Rocille McConnell

Oliver Wierdsma

Brianna Trainor

Erin Thorn

Kelsey Van Hoorn

Richard Bowden

Tom Cramer

Justin Espisito

Devonta Hymes

Arcadia Schmid

Twyla McConnell

Milwaukee Area Labor Council
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Community
Organization

East Location
225 W. Capitol Drive
Milwaukee, WI 53212

Central Location
1300 W. Fond Du Lac Ave

2020 Impact Report Milwaukee, WI 53205

40 Years of Serving Milwaukee

Youth and Families 414.264.8222

Info@runningrebels.org



